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Start for more than 40,000 children and their
families and provide 316,000 fewer Pell
Grants to low-income students by 2005.

If enacted, these cuts would have serious
consequences on the future of our schools
and our children. Although our children have
no legislative voice, they represent our na-
tion’s future and deserve our investment in
their education today. As it stands, H.R. 4577
would cut funding for reading tours, teacher
quality initiatives, bilingual instruction, class
size reduction, school modernization, violence
prevention initiatives, afterschool services and
many other vital programs.

Specifically, the House Labor-HHS-Edu-
cation Appropriations bill would cut $1 billion
in targeted investments to improve teacher
quality and recruit new teachers. Further, it
would completely repeal last year’s bipartisan
commitment to hire 100,000 new teachers to
reduce class size in the early grades. H.R.
4577 also would ignore our disadvantaged
children by eliminating Head Start assistance
to 53,000 children, cutting bilingual instruction
to 143,000 students, ending college prepara-
tion assistance for 644,000 low-income middle
and high school students and denying school
violence prevention aid to 40 urban, suburban
and rural communities.

If enacted, H.R. 4577 would be a grave dis-
service to our children and the future of our
nation. For these reasons and more, I oppose
the unsatisfactory education funding levels in
this appropriations bill.

Unfortunately, underfunded education initia-
tives is not the only problem with this bill. Par-
ticularly offensive is the language in the bill
that would prohibit the Occupational Safety
and Health Administration (OSHA) from using
funds to advance its ergonomics standard.
Each year, our nation’s workers experience al-
most two million work-related musculoskeletal
disorders from overexertion or repetitive mo-
tion injuries due to unsatisfactory working con-
ditions. A third of these injuries result in lost
workdays and decreased worker productivity.

As a result of limiting funding to implement
the ergonomics standard for the past five
years, America’s workers have lost approxi-
mately $45 million in workers compensation
and other related costs while failing to prevent
1.5 million disabling injuries. It is time for Con-
gress to provide relief to the hundreds of thou-
sands of workers who continue to suffer these
painful injuries by allowing OSHA to move for-
ward with its safety standard for work-related
ergonomic hazards.

H.R. 4577 also fails to provide the re-
quested adequate levels of funding to further
workforce development by eliminating employ-
ment services assistance for over 400,000 dis-
located workers. In addition, this bill cuts mil-
lions of dollars of requested funding levels for
programs specifically designed to improve
working conditions while providing the means
to protect employment insurance, wages and
pensions. As corporations continue to maxi-
mize their profits through mergers, the need
for Congress to look after the health, safety
and welfare of working families is now more
pressing than ever.

Finally, this legislation lacks appropriate
funding levels for health care and senior cit-
izen programs. Even as my Republican col-
leagues bemoan the state of health care, they
refuse to fund the necessary programs to in-
crease access and decrease costs. H.R. 5477
denies $125 million requested by the Presi-

dent for over 250,000 Americans with long-
term care needs. This bill eliminates $36 mil-
lion to ensure that 1.6 million elderly and dis-
abled receive quality nursing care. Addition-
ally, instead of working to ensure that retiring
Americans receive their Social Security bene-
fits in a timely manner, H.R. 5477 cuts Social
Security Administrative expenses by $156 mil-
lion. The result of this cut will be increased
waiting times for 26 million individuals and de-
layed claims for 100,000 individuals.

H.R. 5477 does not only neglect the elderly
and the disabled, but it also targets children
for critical health program cuts. Rather than
meeting the President’s request for funding for
mental health treatment services, this bill cuts
$40 million from programs to care for 2,200
children with serious mental illnesses and
blocks grants to 50 communities to reach indi-
viduals not currently receiving services within
the mental health system. Finally, H.R. 5477
falls $44 million short of the amount needed to
adequately address substance abuse treat-
ment for over 28,000 addicted individuals
seeking treatment.

Clearly, I cannot support this bill as written.
In its current form, this legislation is nothing
less than an insult to the American people. It
inadequately and irresponsibly allocates
money to Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education. However, should this bill return
from the Senate with the appropriate funding
levels, I will gladly support it. I sincerely hope
we can work out the problems and pass a re-
sponsible bill that responds to the needs of
our children, workers, and elderly citizens.
f
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Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in tribute to
John Jacobs. One of the most well known and
respected political journalists in Northern Cali-
fornia, Mr. Jacobs recently passed away after
a lengthy battle with cancer. His friends and
family will gather for a memorial service on
Thursday, June 15. I ask all my colleagues to
join with me today in saluting John Jacobs.

After attending Lowell High School in San
Francisco, Mr. Jacobs graduated Phi Beta
Kappa from UC Berkeley in 1972. He earned
a master’s degree in American history at the
State University of New York, Stony Brook, in
1973 and a master’s degree in Journalism at
UC Berkeley in 1977.

John Jacobs was recognized as a Knight
Professional Journalism Fellow at Stanford
University in 1984–1985 and a visiting scholar
at Berkeley’s Institute of Governmental Stud-
ies. It was there that he researched most of
his book, ‘‘A Rage for Justice,’’ a biography of
Phil Burton.

At the beginning of his distinguished literary
career, Mr. Jacobs spent a year as a general
assignment reporter on the national desk for
the Washington Post. He later made his mark
writing for his hometown newspaper, the San
Francisco Examiner. He wrote for the Exam-
iner for 15 years before joining the Sac-
ramento Bee in 1993 as a political editor.

In his many years in journalism, John Ja-
cobs worked tirelessly to generate public inter-
est in politics. He helped to define politics in

Northern California while defending American
democracy. Despite his criticism of ideological
politics in this deeply cynical age, his belief in
our system shone through. He challenged us
to examine the political system from a different
perspective. In doing so, he celebrated politics
in a time when few others did.

John Jacobs maintained his perspective and
generated his positive attitude through his love
for his family. His wife (Carol Bydolf) and chil-
dren (Max and Marguerite) contributed to his
caring and generous personality. He refused
to use his position to attack or belittle others.
He will be remembered for his vigor, his opti-
mism, and his hunger for knowledge in an
arena that he truly adored.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor for me to
pay tribute to John Jacobs, a truly outstanding
member of our community. Mr. Jacobs’ col-
umns have become a part of our lives in Sac-
ramento and the Bay Area, and his presence
in Northern California will be sincerely missed.
I ask all of my colleagues to join with me in
celebrating his accomplishments and extend-
ing our deepest condolences to his family.
f
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Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, today I honor

Mr. Stan Pilcher who is retiring after 35 years
of service as an Extension Agent for Colorado
State University. His years of dedication in the
Washington County office have earned him
numerous accolades from his colleagues.

In 1965 Mr. Pilcher graduated from the Uni-
versity of Arizona with a bachelor’s degree in
entomology and thereafter took his first posi-
tion in Yuma, CO. The following year he pur-
sued a master’s degree from Colorado State
University, and upon completion, began work
in the Washington County Extension Office.

In northeastern Colorado he is recognized
as the primary contact for developing control
measures in order to prevent pest outbreaks.
Specifically, Mr. Pilcher’s essential work fight-
ing against the Russian Wheat Aphid, along
with developing Best Management practices
for chemigation in the Colorado Clean Water
Act, and experiments for environmentally safe
biological controls are commendable to the
agriculture community.

I wish Mr. Stan Pilcher a very happy retire-
ment, and graciously thank him for his exam-
ple of steadfast dedication to the agriculture
community.
f
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Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise to commend the students, teachers,
parents, and support staff of Carl H. Lorbeer
Middle School, the newest Blue Ribbon Award
school in California’s 41st Congressional Dis-
trict.

Carl H. Lorbeer Middle School, located in
Diamond Bar, California, is part of the Po-
mona Unified School District. Home to 950
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